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PREAMBLE

This chapter establishes a license for the landing of seafood for commercial purposes in Virginia.
This chapter is promulgated pursuant to the authority contained in §§28.2-201 and 28.2-228.1 of
the Code of Virginia. This chapter amends and re-adopts, as amended, 4 VAC 20-920 which was
promulgated on August 25, 2020 and made effective on September 1, 2020. The effective date
of this chapter, as amended, is January 1, 2027.

4VAC20-920-10. Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to establish a license for the landing of seafood for commercial
purposes in Virginia.

4VAC20-920-20. Definition.

The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Land" or “landing" means to (i) enter port with finfish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other marine
seafood on board any boat or vessel; (i1) to begin offloading finfish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other
marine seafood; or (iii) offload finfish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other marine seafood.

4 VAC 20-920-30. License requirements and exemptions.

A. 1t shall be unlawful for any boat or vessel to land seafood in Virginia for commercial
purposes without a Seafood Landing License provided from the Virginia Marine Resources
Commission or its agent. The license shall be required of each boat or vessel used to land
seafood for commercial purposes. Possession of any quantity of a marine seafood species
which exceeds the recreational possession limit for that species shall be presumed to be for
commercial purposes.

B. It shall be unlawful for any buyer of seafood to receive any marine seafood from any boat
or vessel which is not licensed for the landing of seafood unless that boat or vessel is
exempt from the requirement to obtain a Seafood Landing License as described in this
section.

C. Any boat or vessel which is both owned and operated by a person who holds a valid
Virginia Commercial Fisherman Registration License shall be exempt from the
requirement to obtain a Seafood Landing License.
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Any boat or vessel operated by a person harvesting and landing marine seafood from the
Potomac River who holds a valid Potomac River Fisheries Commission commercial
license shall be exempt from the requirement to obtain a Seafood Landing License.

Any boat or vessel operated by a person harvesting and landing marine seafood from leased
ground or reharvesting marine seafood as part of the shellfish relay process shall be exempt
from the requirements to obtain a Seafood Landing License.

4VAC20-920-40. (Repealed).

4VAC20-920-45, (Repealed).

4 VAC 20-920-50. Penalty.

A.

As set forth in §28.2-228.1 of the Code of Virginia, the following shall constitute Class 3
misdemeanors: (i) landing seafood without the license required by this chapter and (i1)
failure to produce or have available for inspection the license required by this chapter when
requested by any officer. Failure to produce the license is prima facie evidence that the
person is landing seafood without a license.

Any person found guilty of violating any of the seafood laws or regulations of Virginia

may have that person’s Seafood Landing License revoked upon review by the commission
as provided for in §28.2-232 of the Code of Virginia.
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This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of the chapter passed by the Marine
Resources Commission, pursuant to authority vested in the Commission by §28.2-201 of the Code
of Virginia, duly advertised according to statute, and recorded in the Commission's minute book,
at meeting held in Hampton, Virginia on August 25, 2026.
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